Howard Delo’s Comments on Proposal 205 ? C = 7

I am resubmitting my proposal 205 in its entirety since the version printed in the BOF proposal
book has had all the supporting data on which the proposal is based removed from the proposal
listing. With this RC, you can view the data and see where it came from to realize how badly
unbalanced the “minimize” concept has become in the Northern District Salmon Management
Plan.

In the original proposal, I showed, using ADF&G data, why I am asking for a specific definition
of the word “minimize.” However, I didn’t make a specific recommendation of what that
definition should look like. Having given the definition some further thought, I would like to
make some specific suggestions.

First, after July 31, no commercial drift fishing can occur outside the expanded harvest zones on
the East Side of Cook Inlet — no fishing in the center of the Inlet in the area referred to as the
Conservation Corridor. This is to reduce interception of mixed stock and mixed species fish
moving north toward their natal streams.

Second, when the species of salmon expected to be in the greatest numbers during a fishing
period in an area outside the expanded harvest zones is other than sockeye, chum, or pink, the
scheduled commercial drift fishing period shall be reduced to six hours.

Third, if in-river Coho sport fishing is restricted during the season for lack of fish or concerns of
failing to make escapement goals, then commercial drift fishing for Coho salmon shall be closed
until a projection of sufficient numbers to make escapement goals is determined.
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1. Alaska Administrative Code Number: 5 AAC 21. 358 Northern District Salmon
Management Plan

*2. What is the issue vou would like the board to address and why?

When the Board of Fisheries developed this plan. they included purpose and direction for
ADF&G to follow when managing under this plan. The plan starts, ““(a) The purposes of this
management plan are to minimize the harvest of Coho salmon bound for the Northern District
of upper Cook Inlet and to provide the department direction for management of salmon
stocks...The department shall also manage the chum. pink. and sockeve salmon stocks to
minimize the harvest of Northern District Coho salmon. to provide sport and guided sport
fishermen a reasonable opportunity to harvest these salmon resources over the entire run. as
measured by the frequency of inriver restriction....”

The term “minimize™ has never been defined in regulation. Over the last ten years. using
available data from Fish and Game (2008 to 2017) which I have attached. the Central District
commercial drift fishery has harvested more Coho bound for the Northern District than the
entire Northern District sport catch in eight of the last ten years. At the 2017 UCI meeting. |
was personally told by the Soldotna commercial fisheries management biologist that 95% of
all Coho salmon harvested by the drift fleet had been shown by genetic sampling to be
northern-bound silvers. [f the Northern District commercial set net fishery is included. then the
commercial fishery has harvested significantly higher numbers of Coho Salmon in all ten
years. How is this “minimizing™ the commercial harvest of northern-bound Coho?

The commercial data comes from Fisheries Management Report No. 18-10. Upper Cook Inlet
Commercial Fisheries Annual Management Report. 2017. by Pat Shields and Alyssa
Frothingham.

The sportfishing data comes from Alaska Sport Fishing Survey database [Internet]. 1996--.
Anchorage. AK: Alaska Department of Fish and Game. Division of Sport Fish (cited April 7.
2019).

*3. What solution do you recommend? In other words, if the board adopted your
solution, what would the new regulation say? (Please provide draft regulatory language,
if possible.)

I would like to see the BOF specifically define what is meant by the term “minimize.” This
could take the form of a specilied percentage of the harvestable surplus or it could be a
specific cap number based on the five-year average of sport harvested silvers in the Northern

Rev. Ang. 2018



District or, perhaps, more specific restrictions on time and area for the commercial fishery than
currently exist. [ don’t have a specific methodology in mind other than having a specific
definition as guidance for ADF&G to manage to.

When the commercial drift fleet harvests 191,490 silvers, as they did in 2017 and the entire
Northern District sport harvest was 47,706, it doesn’t appear that any “minimization™ of the
commercial harvest is occurring.

*Submitted By: Howard Delo

Individual or Group
PO Box 520707 Big Lake, Alaska 99652
*Address *City, State *ZIP Code
1-907-892-8796 None hodelo@mtaonline.net
Home Phone *Work Phone *Email
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